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originality and are marked by a love for too much
ornament. Calligraphy flourished in his reign
and we still have many beautiful manuscripts of the
period. Music did not make any advances, but
neither did it decline. The monarch himself was
interested in it and patronized musicians liberally.
The crowning glory, however, of the reign of
Shah Jahan is the Taj Mahal at Agra* It is looked
upon as one of the seven wonders of the world
and is perhaps the most beautiful building in the
world. Foreigners as well as Indians have written
most eloquendy about it and it has inspired artists,
poets, and philosophers. Mary Dobson has
written a very tender poem about it and Rabin-
dranath Tagore has sung of its glory in imperish-
able verse. Everyone who has looked at it, whether
in day time or on a moonlight night when its
beauty is enhanced, has marvelled at it. To
appreciate its beauty one must see it. One cannot
but be struck with the vision of the man who
conceived it, the taste of the men who provided
the material, and the skill of the workmen who
built it It combines delicacy with beauty, gran-
deur with nobility, and its white marble, its fine
domes and minarets, its screens and inlay work
all fill one with wonder* Its site too is most
admirable. It stands in a beautifully laid-out
garden which enhances its charm, and overlooks
the Jamna. The river adds to the beauty of what
was designed and constructed by man. It is,